
 
 

 
April 9, 2019 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, April 9, 2019, at 9:00               
A.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South           
Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Vice Chairman; Elista H. Smith, Vice            
Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Councilman Allen W. Floyd,          
Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, and Councilman Milton W.           
Troy, II. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Charles L. McLain III,             
County Attorney; and Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star &              
Enterprise was present and duly notified. 
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to lead               
the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information             
Announcement. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 28,              
2019. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, C, D, first, second & third readings                
for ordinances listed on the agenda as follows were ready: A. Second Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-04 An Ordinance Authorizing (1) The Execution and Delivery of a Special             
Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and between Marion County, South Carolina and a             
company identified for the time being as Project Kiddo, Acting for itself, and/or one or more                
affiliates or related entities (The “Company”) To Provide for Special Source Revenue Credits             
with Respect to certain property located in Marion County; (2) The Benefits of a Multi-County               
Industrial or Business Park to be made available to the company and such property; and (3)                
Other Related Matters; B. Third Reading of Ordinance #2019-06 An Ordinance to Amend             
an Agreement for the Development of a Joint County Industrial and Business Park             
(2014 Park) of Dillon and Marion Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (Project Stone); C.                
Third Reading of Ordinance #2019-07 An Ordinance to Amend an Agreement for the             
Development of a Joint County Industrial and Business Park (2014 Park) of Dillon and              
Marion Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (Project Move). D. First Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-08 An Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a not              
Exceeding Three Hundred Sixty Thousand Dollar ($360,000) General Obligation Bond          
of Marion County, South Carolina, To Prescribe the Purposes for Which the Proceeds of              
said Bond shall be Expended, To Provide for the Payment of Said Bond, and Other               
Matters Relating Thereto. 
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The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Second Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-04 An Ordinance Authorizing (1) The Execution and Delivery of a            
Special Source Revenue Credit Agreement by and between Marion County, South           
Carolina and a company identified for the time being as Project Kiddo, Acting for itself,               
and/or one or more affiliates or related entities (The “Company”) To Provide for Special              
Source Revenue Credits with Respect to certain property located in Marion County; (2)             
The Benefits of a Multi-County Industrial or Business Park to be made available to the               
company and such property; and (3) Other Related Matters was not ready.  
 
The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; Third Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-06 An Ordinance to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a             
Joint County Industrial and Business Park (2014 Park) of Dillon and Marion Counties so              
as to Enlarge the Park (Project Stone) was not ready. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; Third Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-07 An Ordinance to Amend an Agreement for the Development of a             
Joint County Industrial and Business Park (2014 Park) of Dillon and Marion Counties so              
as to Enlarge the Park (Project Move) was not ready. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item D. on the agenda; First Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-08 An Ordinance to Provide for the Issuance and Sale of a not              
Exceeding Three Hundred Sixty Thousand Dollar ($360,000) General Obligation Bond          
of Marion County, South Carolina, To Prescribe the Purposes for Which the Proceeds of              
said Bond shall be Expended, To Provide for the Payment of Said Bond, and Other               
Matters Relating Thereto was ready. The County Attorney introduced the title of the             
ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of Ordinance #2019-08. 
 

  There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 
 

The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
Dr. Kandace Bethea Marion County School Superintendent appeared before Council to           
give an overview and reconfiguration plan. Dr. Bethea told Council that it is their desire               
to establish an on-going dialogue between Marion County School District and Marion            
County Council. Dr. Bethea reported that the district includes more than 4,300 students             
and more than 750 certified staff member along with 14 school program sites. The              
current high school enrollment (grades 9-12) are as follows: Creek Bridge (144), Marion             
High School (682) and Mullins High School (401). The district initiatives already in             
place are the establishment of the Academy of Early Learning Center consolidating its             
4K pre-kindergarten programs and the start of an early college program housed at             
Mullins High School that helps students earn an associates degree along with a high              
school diploma. She stated over a five year period the district has lost an average of two                 
percent of their population or enrollment in the district. Dr. Bethea stated that they are               
operating three high schools from an enrollment that could fit into one high school. The               
first component reconfiguration plan will have Creek Bridge High School students           
rezoned to Mullins High School. The second is to move the current Britton’s Neck  
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Elementary School into the Creek Bridge facility creating an elementary/middle school.           
The officials plan on creating a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics           
(STEM) centered curriculum at the school. Dr. Bethea stated that the Britton's Neck             
Elementary School location did not start with Hurricane Matthew and Hurricane           
Florence but from preexisting concerns for the facility due to the weather patterns it has               
made that building vulnerable. She stated that the school district needed to have a              
long-term solution for those students. Vice Chairperson Smith mentioned the various           
daycares. Dr. Bethea stated as a district they would be willing to partner with the               
daycares. Dr. Bethea told Council that the district wants to make sure they are good               
stewards of public funds and make the necessary changes in their budget as well.              
Council recognized Mrs.Cynthia Legette the Chairman of the School Board. Council           
thanked Dr. Bethea for her presentation and informative information.  
 
Mr. Joe Woodle appeared before Council to discuss the problems on Woodberry Road             
& Pet Larrimore Road. Mr. Woodle stated that Woodberry Road is impassable. He             
stated that Pet Larrimore Road need to be restored. Mr. Woodle stated that they need               
assistance from the County, State, and the residents. He stated that Woodberry is a DNR               
property. He asked for someone within the County to volunteer to facilitate            
communication and cooperation between SCDNR, local environmental organizations,        
residents, and landowners in Woodberry. Councilman Troy told Mr. Woodle that he had             
a good idea a public/private partnership. Mr. Woodle stated that an update will be given               
at the next Council meeting. The Administrator suggested that Councilman Shaw, Mr.            
Dall Black, Senator Williams and himself meet with Mr. Woodle’s group along with             
DNR to discuss this said matter further. Motion was made by Councilman Troy,             
seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously. Chairman Collins thanked          
Mr. Woodle for his presentation.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council             
that the County is in the process of finalizing the projects.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Hurricane. Mr. Harper told Council that the             
County is still working with FEMA for damage reimbursement. The County has not             
received any reimbursement for FEMA and other counties around are dealing with the             
same issue. Mr. Harper also stated that the County is working with FEMA on the               
damages to the roads and facilities.  
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the pre-application for Hazard Mitigation           
regarding the elevation of houses was submitted before the April 5th deadline. Mr.             
Harper told Council that the County has been approved to submit a full application. He               
stated that the County will be able to receive the 25% match from Hurricane Matthew               
mitigation money. Mr. Harper stated that Hurricane Florence money has not been            
designated. Vice Chairperson Smith asked Mr. Harper to respond to Ms. Bacchus in             
writing regarding the elevation application. 
 
The Administrator told Council that one of the fuel tanks at the airport had a               
contamination problem. He stated that this particular tank is a major revenue source.  
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The other tank is required to be upgraded in 2020. Mr. Harper told Council that he                
received estimates on two (2) 10,000-gallon double wall storage tanks. He stated that the              
cost is around $162,000 for two (2) above ground tanks. Mr. Harper asked Council’s              
approval to advertise for bids and use the money from the renovations of the old Sheriff                
Department Building to replace the fuel tanks. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd,             
seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
The Administrator presented to Council pictures of the new spec building. Mr. Harper             
stated that everything is on schedule to be completed by the end of May. Mr. Harper                
told Council that the County is also in negotiations of building a spec building in the                
Tri-County Park.  
 
Councilman Atkinson asked the Sheriff about Kilo the K-9 who was shot in the leg.               
Sheriff Wallace reported that he is home recovering.  
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the County’s unemployment rate for           
February was 5.3%.  
 
Vice Chairperson Smith asked Council to adopt a resolution for Rev. Michael Fogan             
who was very instrumental throughout the County. Motion was made by Vice            
Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and            
carried unanimously, to go into executive for economic development project Domino           
and a personnel matter. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Floyd, and carried           
unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. Chairman           
Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for economic             
development project Domino and a personnel matter. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,             
seconded by Vice Chairperson Smith, to adjourn the meeting at approximately: 11:45            
A.M. 
 
 

  
_________________________________      ____ ________________________ 

             Buddy Collins, Chairman     Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 


